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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


She 


My favorite song by Bob Dylan, this issue reminds me that when we 
highlight some of the finer things in homes and gardens, it's also good 
to balance things by talking about giving "Shelter from the Storm." So 
often, the rainbow community is faced with housing difficulties. Kids be- 
ing kicked out of their homes after coming out, people who are living with 
HIV/AIDS and having difficulties with housing, transitioning people who 
might choose between hormone therapy and rent payments, dual-income 
households where both breadwinners aren't getting paid equitably. There 
are so many compound issues out there for this special interest commu- 
nity and too many of them affect where people are able to find shelter. 
And so I'd like to mention some recent housing opportunities that have 
crossed my screen and are very relevant to this community. 

Clare Housing is celebrating its 30th anniversary and also progressing 
nicely with its Marshall Flats apartment complex in northeast Minneapolis. 
From Clare Housing: "The development will help address the shortage of 
dedicated supportive housing for individuals and families affected by HIV in 
the Minneapolis-St. Paul metro by adding 36 new units. Why does support- 
ive housing make a difference for people with HIV? In a nutshell, housing 
with connections to healthcare provide the foundation for an undetectable 
viral load. When someone has an undetectable level of HIV in their blood- 
stream, their health improves and they are profoundly less likely to spread 
the virus to others." Go to: www.clarehousing.org 

Also starting construction in Downtown Minneapolis, Downtown View, 
a $17 million, five-story partner development project with YouthLink and 
Project for Pride in Living will provide 46 units of high-quality housing 


ter from the Storm 


and supportive services for youth experiencing homelessness, including far 
too many young people in this community. “We know investing in young 
people experiencing homelessness has long-term positive outcomes for 
both the young person and for our community," says Dr. Heather Huseby, 
executive director of YouthLink. ^With the creation of 46 much-needed units 
of safe, supportive housing, expansion of the Youth Opportunity center, and 
a Career Pathways Center, we will increase economic and education oppor- 
tunities and equity for young people." Go to: www.youthlinkmn.org 

Over at Avenues for Homeless Youth: “Big plans are taking shape 
to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the founding of the GLBT Host 
Home Program. We are working to connect with all founders, hosts, 
youth, staff, and supporters ofthe GLBT Host Home Program. Watch for 
more information soon about a big community party this fall, along with 
a special fundraising campaign to ensure our LGBTQ-specific programs 
remain strong into the future." Go to www.avenuesforyouth.org 

The Arise Project of the Greater Twin Cities United Way raises 
money to support LGBTQ homeless youth in the Twin Cities. The 
2015-2017 grantees include Avenues for Homeless Youth, Bridge 
for Youth, Face to Face, Hope For Youth, Oasis for Youth, and 
Youth Link. Learn more about those organizations and how to help by 
attending various fundraisers or volunteering. Go to www.gtcuw.org/get- 
involved/join-giving-community/arise-project for more. 

Itis up to us to build space and shelter each other. 

With thanks, 

Andy B 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY Е.В. BOATNER 


Coming Attractions 


We like to believe that humanity is the apex of everything, and that's 
perhaps true, if "true" means the ability to use our technology to con- 
sume every other thing on the planet without compunction. 

We have also assumed, until recently, that we alone use language 
for meaningful communication. Interestingly, as the world's population 
grows, the hundreds of languages are dwindling. In 2014, UNESCO 
reported more than 130 languages currently at risk, 74 of which were 
"critically endangered." 

Language informs thought, enriches life, and gives insight into an- 
other's point of view. What does it portend when cultural heritages are 
extinguished, that in our country we now confront and threaten citizens 
who speak anything other than English? 

Animals communicate, signals of all sorts are used to hunt prey, 
escape predators, alert other members of a herd or flock, and to seek 
or accept mates. Recently, more studies have been devoted to plant 
communication, showing similar signals of alarm at insect or human 
predation, as well as more subtle messages. 

Physicist Ed Wagner in 1989 posited that trees use “УУ” waves; more 
recently, it has been determined that plants release volatile organic 


compounds (VOCs) into the air, as well as secreting soluble chemicals 
into the soil and transporting them along thread-like networks formed 
by soil fungi. 

Ecologist Richard Karban, attempting to learn how trees cope with 
the plague of 17-year cicadas, found that the beleaguered plants re- 
sponded by manufacturing chemicals unpalatable to the pests. He found 
further that insect growth was not only stunted by chemically altered 
leaves on the besieged trees, but by the leaves of nearby undamaged 
trees that had been warned. 

Тһе question I put forward is, what exactly is humanity creating 
when it disrupts animal and plant ecosystems that have for millennia 
interacted and nurtured the planet Earth? Matrices of ancient forests, 
animal pathways, avian airways, sea lanes of whales and other marine 
fauna? Those latter are now being threatened by exploratory seismic 
air gun surveys in our insatiable quest to locate oil and gas reserves 
under the seabed. 

Ivisualize each disruption as a drop in a chemical titration; the vial of 
liquid remains clear, absorbing drop after drop, until — without warning 
— it precipitates. Precipitates into what, we will learn to our chagrin. 
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ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


The Bluest Eye. Photo by Dan Norman 


Production of 2013. She is a playwright to be 
reckoned with. Where Stick Fly unearthed 
thorny truths about the black financial/social 
elite, The Bluest Eye, does the same about 
blacks at the mercy of poverty, prejudice, and 
the indignities those install into our culture. 


THE BLUEST EYE 
Through May 21 

Guthrie Theater, 818 S 2nd St. 
Minneapolis 

612-377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Тһе Guthrie has staged a shattering pro- 
duction of The Bluest Eye from the Toni Mor- 
rison novel, adapted for stage by Lydia R. 
Diamond. Brittany Bellizeare brings heart- 
wrenching vulnerability to the lead role of 
Pecola Breedlove, a young African American 
girl who acutely feels the ostracism from her 
own community of color because of her fam- 
ily's supposed strangeness and from a white 
majority culture that sees black children and 
adults as inferior. Worse still, her home life is 
wracked with alcoholism and violent “rage- 
aholism" that sees children as unworthy of 
mental, emotional or physical kindness. 

Director Lileana Blain-Cruz has shaped 
The Bluest Eye into an utter nightmare on 
stage, but it sneaks up on you. Matt Saun- 
ders's desolate minimal set surrounded by 
weeds, matched with Blain-Cruz's equally 
minimalist staging tips us off. We go from 
three sweet little girls endearingly portrayed 
by Bellizeare with Carla Duren and Deonna 
Bouye as her two friends, living in the na- 
ivete that little girls should live in, to a world 
of adult meanness that no child, even the 
strongest, cannot survive. 

Even beloved actors of color like Regina 
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Marie Williams and Shawn Hamilton, who 
local audiences have come to know for their 
wonderfully likable performances, border on 
the monstrous. Williams epitomizes harsh 
parochial judgment foisted onto a child and her 
family. Hamilton, in what is surely one of the 
most chilling passages in contemporary drama, 
plots an evil act (the kind you won't read about 
in newspapers) for an unwittingly innocent 
Pecola to put into motion. In the role of Soap- 
head Church, a riveting Hamilton justifies this 
action as a misguidedly righteous complaint, 
Job-like against God. It begs the question of 
shouldn’t the church have intervened on behalf 
of goodness? It’s as if the church, and by exten- 
sion, God, has totally failed the people. A bitter 
underlying commentary indeed. 

Arguably the production’s most unsettling 
performance is not J. Bernard Calloway’s 
powerful turn as Cholly, Pecola’s abusive 
father. But it is Stephanie Berry as Mrs. 
Breedlove in a performance where violence 
simmers just beneath the surface. It’s a dan- 
gerous performance, that on the one hand 
challenges our will to sympathize, but on the 
other hand, Morrison/Diamond make it clear 
what the woman is up against within her own 
community and the racial/gender prejudice 
of white society. 

Diamond creates a thorny lyricism from 
Morrison’s gritty and boldly confrontational 
original text. Diamond’s drama, Stick Fly, at 
Park Square was named as Lavender's Best 


MEDEA 

Through May 27 

Lab Theater, 700 N 1st St. 
Minneapolis 
612-333-7977 
www.newepictheater.org 


New Epic Theater has been produc- 
ing gay master playwrights and classics 
with homoerotic undercurrents frequently 
and passionately since its inception a few 
years ago. Tennessee Williams and William 
Shakespeare to name a few. So their newest 
production continues with the gay master 
playwright from Athens in the Fifth Century 
BC: Euripedes, and one of his most famous 
tragedies, Medea, featuring Michelle O’Neill 
in the title role at the Lab Theater space. 

Euripedes is legendary for his depictions 
of women in dire situations. The Trojan Wom- 
en defies Athenian patriotism and sympathiz- 
es with the women taken prisoner at defeated 
Troy, the fabled enemy of Greece. Iphigenia 
at Aulis also defies with its sympathies for a 
daughter sacrificed to the gods by her mili- 
tary general father in hopes of victory. Me- 
dea, his most renown play, is about a queen 
who rages against her husband who takes on 
a younger wife. New Epic is interpreting the 
adaptation by Rachel Cusk. 

Director Joseph Stodola says, “Euripides 
was absolutely a controversial writer. Audi- 
ences in ancient Greek theater were all male 
and Medea was shocking to them. The play 
illustrates a female attack on the patriar- 
chy and on cultural institutions that define 
femininity and masculinity. Since it was first 
written, this play has been used to test our 
preconceptions of gender and accept a new, 
more complex reality.” 

Stodola points out that “Euripides was 


Medea. Photo by Jill Hyland 
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SPOTLIGHT 


married twice in his life; neither marriage 
ended well. He was the subject of public 
ridicule because of his engagement in long- 
term homosexual relationships, which were 
acceptable only when short-lived during 
that time. Medea begins the play in grief 
and isolation. Euripides’ investment in and 
defense of her seems to me to come from an 
identification with her pain. Here, the homo- 
sexual becomes the feminist, using his own 
grief as a way to tap into universal truths. 
Controversial indeed. No wonder all these 
men in ancient Greece were offended.” 


RED VELVET 

Through May 28 

Southern Theater 

1420 S Washington Ave., Minneapolis 
612-326-1811 
www.walkingshadowcompany.org 


Controversies over race and representa- 
tion in drama are always filled with drama 
in themselves. Walking Shadow explored 
cross-gender representation in their staging 
of Jeffrey Hatcher’s Compleat Female Stage 
Beauty in 2012 and now they're probing racial 
questions. Red Velvet by Lolita Chakrabarti 
features JuCoby Johnson in the principle role 
of Ira Aldridge. 

Director Amy Rummenie elaborates, “Red 
Velvet addresses the nearly forgotten story of 
Ira Aldridge, the first African American actor 
to achieve success on the international stage. 
In 1833, Aldridge played Othello at Theatre 
Royal Covent Garden, 230 years after it was 
written, and when the leading tragedians of 
the age played it in blackface. Unfortunately, 
Ira’s moment to shine landed right in the 
middle of protests surrounding the vote to 
abolish the slave trade in British colonies and 
he was hastily sent away.” 

She adds, “This play takes a serious look 
into race-appropriate casting practices, but 
even more than that, it looks at the politics 
of being the first person to stick their head 
about the parapet, rising to their personal 
best in the face of near-certain danger. It’s 
a play for the chance-takers, and those who 
either support or fail to support them.” 


Edson. Director Benjamin McGovern says, 
“Wit is full of robust, complex language that 
somehow manages to be both erudite and 
accessible at the same time. Vivian, the play’s 
protagonist, is a brilliant scholar but is con- 
stantly hiding from her emotions by retreat- 
ing into complex intellectual analysis that 
cleverly keeps her feelings at bay. Margaret 
Edson has packed the play with dazzling 
metaphysical ideas spun from the poetry 

of John Donne, Vivian’s principle subject of 
study. But Edson is ultimately telling a story 
about the need for human connection, and 
some of the play’s most poignant moments 
are simple and spare.” 


made into a forgotten but remarkable film 
starring Meryl Streep. 


WIT 

Through May 28 

Artistry at Bloomington Center for the 
Arts, 1800 W Old Shakopee Rd. 
Bloomington 

952-563-8575 

www.artistrymn.org 


Sally Wingert plays the iconic role of Dr. 
Vivian Bearing, a professor who struggles 
with illness, in the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
drama Wit by lesbian playwright Margaret 


AMY'S VIEW 


Through June 4 

Park Square Theatre, 20 W 7th Place 
St. Paul 

651-291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Actresses Tracey Maloney and Linda 
Kelsey are featured in Amy’s View, the 1997 
David Hare play that muses on the rel- 
evancy of art and has us consider the higher 
advantages that written fiction and drama 
sometimes have over film. This play has been 
widely produced and its appeal 20 years later 
will likely be to those who are concerned 
about where the human being in the arts is 
going. From being overcome by technology 
to government budget cuts for the arts in this 
new political era. Hare is known for his pow- 
erful screenplay for the lesbian-focused The 
Hours, and for his jolting earlier drama Plenty, 


BOOTY AND THE BEAST 
Through June 24 

Brave New Workshop 

824 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
612-332-6620 
www.bravenewworkshop.com 


This inspired new comedy revue does 
not exclude the problems of the gay hook-up 
scene. Denzel Belin is a relative newcomer 
to the region’s oldest comedy theater, Brave 
New Workshop, and he is an absolute scream 
as a gay man of color trying to find Mr. Right. 
Prospects include Tom Reed who shines in 
full-blown high-maintenance snowflake goofi- 
ness and Ryan Nelson as a snooty gentleman 
type who appreciates the BBC, and that doesn’t 
mean British Broadcasting Corporation either! 

Booty and Beast is genuinely hilarious 
but always has a heart, as in the heartache 
that comes from pursuing love through 
apps (Buzzfeed, etc.) with myriad people 
who don't tell the truth about who they are. 
It also comments on the pariah-status that 
one may suffer just from being single. And 
moreover, that some people actually may like 
to be single, by choice! Worse still, for those 
who actually want connection, this revue 
acknowledges that sexual chemistry isn’t al- 
ways as abundant online as we are steered to 
believe. When sexual chemistry is reduced to 
Wham Bam, one’s self image may be jerked 
into jeopardy. Not to mention that one’s real 
sexual needs don't actually get met. в 


Booty and the Beast. Photo by Dani Werner 
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AC 


HOTELS 


MARRIOTT 


WELCOMES 
YOU 


AC HOTEL MINNEAPOLIS DOWN- 


TOWN PROVIDES A UNIQUE 
PERSPECTIVE TO YOUR URBAN 
TRAVEL EXPERIENCE WITH: 


* Modern guest rooms that are stylish warm, 
tactile and harmonious 


* AC Lounge, featuring the AC Hotels' Signature 
Gintonic and tapas styled snacks, small plates, 
and desserts 


* AC Kitchen, serving a fresh European- 
influenced breakfast 


401 HENNEPIN AVE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 

(612) 338-0700 
WWW.ARRIOTT.COM/MSPAR 


You Can Trust 


TAGS ~ 


GARLOCK-FRENCH 
CORPORATION 


With just one phone call to Garlock-French, you get skilled 
Roofing Solutions, Roof Maintenance, Chimney Repair, Cedar 
Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even Solar options. 


At Garlock-French, we understand the importance of blending 
design, craftsmanship, with good customer service. And, we 
guarantee our work. 


We've been up on roofs longer, and it shows. 


Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more 


Call us at 612-722-7129 


2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis • Garlock-French.com 
MN License #BC001423 


m 


THE WOMAN'S CLUB of MINNEAPOLIS 


Weddings, Receptions, Parties, Corporate Events 
Contact the Front Desk for a Tour of the Historic Clubhouse 


ДО oak grove street, minneapolis . www.womanscluborg 


frontdesk@womanscluborg • 612-813-5300 
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LAVENDER'S 


/ FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


metelOne LAVENDER » 
| UN S VODKA 
NORTH | BG " 


MEMORIAL HEALTH 


Ё TF tj DF / 
JUNE 1 ° 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
WOMAN S CLUB 


46 THE 
Tas Wowan's Cron ЭГ MIT INEAPOL 15 у 
ох Mixwearouis ГҮ 


HU OAK GROVE 579 MIN NEAPOLIS. 


m 


Pre-register at Lavender s Eventbrite page to be 
eventhrite.com/o/lavender-media-1276082756033 
FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION: HRC TWIN CITIES 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride TCGMC, 
The Aliveness Project, Prime Timers MSP, Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band 


ible to win great prizes! 
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Greene Growth and Training LLC 


ЖУР Parsona & Relationshi С 
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Y LGBTQ- Relationship 
Coaching and Counseling 


Proudly Serving the LGBTQ+ 
ДА Communities for over 28 years. 


www irenegreene.cole | irene@irenegreene.com | Minneapolis 


BIG 


GAY 
NEWS 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 
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Work as ап 
Advertising 
Account 


Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 


LAVENDER 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
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Мел & Women's Feshion 


8458 Xerxes Ave. North Brooklyn Park 55444 
763 951-2857 www.top2bottommensfashion.com 


GLBT owned and operated 


Bartending By Drew 


Weddings . Parties 
Corporate Events 


| 612.351. 2884 


LGBT Owned 


\ Fashion Ї 15 


m. 


Pamela M Petersen 
Pamela Petersen Agency 


(851) 439-8442 
(851) 336-4615 


LINSURANCE D 


(Image is everything. 
Without it, you are just a blank ad.) 


What does your brand message say? If you don't know, that's 
where we come in. We are IMAGEHAUS, a design consultancy 
that works with organizations seeking to launch, grow or reinvent 


themselves using brand strategy. Ө imagehaus.net 


qu 
To order: Pam. Joel yahoo.com • 612-817-8084 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


ee hall 
Davina M. Baldwin 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


OUTLOUD | 


PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 


Outloud Promotions is a full service 
branded merchandise agency creating 
high impact promotional products. 


LGBT Certified Business 


outloudpromos.com 
shout@outloudpromos.com 
952-456-8372 


Kay T. Johnson 
612.802.8261 


Amy Ruzick 
651.492.1044 


Keith Taylor 
952.829.1584 
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ЯВ BRAD BEMOWSKI 


651-368-6761 
brad@cbburnet.com 
bradbemowski.com 


СА Your Dreams. 
My Priority. 


COLDUJGLL 
BANKER О 
BURNET 


Q Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. [R 


LeaderOne: 


Financial Corporation 


Angie Sherer 


Mortgage Consultant 
NMLS #373912 
612.644.9948 
angiesherer@leader1.com 
www.AngieSherer.com 


ANGIE SHERER 


65 Main St. SE, Mpls - 612.331.4544 
wildecafe.com - facebook.com/wildecafe 
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Age: 
54. 


Where did you grow up? 
Near Mt. Vernon, lowa (east central part [aka 
not the flat part of lowa]). 


Where do you live? 

For the last dozen years, I’ve lived near 
Scandia, which is about 40 miles northeast 
of the Cities. Before that | was a South 
Minneapolis gal. 


Who do you live with? 

My partner for 30 years, Deidre Pope. We also 
have a cattledog, four cats, 20 chickens, and 
honeybees. 


What is your occupation? 

| own my own business, St. Croix Chocolate 
Company, and I’m the chocolatier, which 
means | make all the chocolate. 


When did you come out? 
| was 19 when | first fell in love with a woman. 


How'd that go? 

Well, the interior part, where | understood how | 
was different, was wonderful. The romance was 
wonderful. The family part was like a horror 
movie. It started with my parents arguing over 
whose fault it was that | was gay, and ended 
with me being forced to leave college and 
taking a Greyhound to California to live with 
my aunt and uncle. It got better, though. 


When do you wake up? 
Around 9:00, usually. 


Phone alarm or alarm clock? 
The birds outside or the cats inside usually 
instigate awakening. 


f 
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What's the first thing you do in the 
morning? 
Feed the animal circus. 


Breakfast? 
Always. Cap'n Crunch peanut butter or Honey 
Nut Cheerios. Dry. With a glass of organic milk. 


Coffee? Gream or no? 

| like my caffeine cold, so. .. Mountain Dew. 
Cream in Mountain Dew would be kinda gross, 
| think. 


How do you spend your commute: 
| used to listen to a lot of music when | drove 
into the Cities, but now it's only four miles, so 
mostly watch for deer. 


If your job were like a yearbook, 


what would you be voted? 
Most likely to do what everyone envies. Is that 
a category? 


What inspires you? 

People who are really good at what they do; 
and people who aren't, but put themselves out 
there anyway and learn from each experience. 
Also, fresh-squeezed tangerine juice is so good, 
it always reminds me to be grateful for the 
experience of being on Earth. 


Do you eat your lunch while 
working or take a break? 

| usually take short breaks while chocolate 
cools to the right temp, so PII sort of graze my 
way through the day. Unless l've been very 
organized and brought leftovers. 


Is your work space tidy or a hot 


mess? 
The kitchen is clean and calm. My office is a 


ROBYN 


BY ANDY LIEN 


DOCHTERMAN 


disaster to everyone who sees it, but it works 
for me. | call it a visual, horizontal filing system 
(meaning, everything is on a horizontal surface 
where | can see it). 


What's been your favorite job? 

| love working with chocolate and being my 
own boss, but I’ve loved every job I’ve had, 
including being a web editor at the Star Tribune 
and being editor of Equal Time (GL newspaper) 
back in the 905. Each has its own rewards and 
challenges. 


Who are your heroes? 

My first hero was Joe Torre (who played for 
the St. Louis Cardinals when | was a kid). 
Also, Amelia Earhart, Melissa Etheridge, Chris 
Kluwe, and everyone who works to protect the 
environment. 


Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, 
take out, or cook in? 

| love to cook and grill, which is good, because 
there aren't that many restaurants within 10 
miles. 


Most embarrassing moment: 
While | was still in college, | did an internship 
in San Francisco with the Women's Sports 
Foundation. I'd read somewhere that tennis 
champion Martina Navratilova liked to play 
the horses, and | knew she was in town. So 
on behalf of the WSF interns (and on WSF 
letterhead), | sent her an invitation to spend an 
afternoon at the track with us. Apparently, that 
wasn't even close to appropriate and | got in a 
lot of trouble for using the organization's name, 
and not going through proper channels (which 
would have derailed my plan, of course). A 
year later, though, my boss made sure | got a 
chance to meet Martina in person, though we 
never did get to hang out at the track. 3 


Оп a usual weeknight, you are 
doing what? 

| often work until 8:00 or later (the later, the 
better because no one can see me boogie 

out to ‘70s music), but | love to walk, watch 
reruns of Friends and read cookbooks. Lately, 
l've become obsessed with Forrest Fenn, a 
guy who hid a million-dollar treasure chest 
somewhere in the Rocky Mountains and then 
wrote a poem to direct people to it. Five years 
later, we're all still trying to make sense of the 
clues and find the treasure. So | like to pore 
over his memoirs, looking for some little tidbit 
that others might have missed. No luck so far. 


Bedtime: 

Sometime between 10:00 and 1:00, unless 
it's a “chocolate holiday” like Christmas, 
Valentine’s Day, or Easter. Then, much later. 


Favorite weekend activity: 

| like to hop on the garden tractor and mow the 
lawn. It makes me feel organized, visually calm, 
and industrious. Plus, | get to visit everything 

| planted (before | started the business, back 
when | had a real life) and see how it’s doing. 
Add some grilling to that, maybe a bonfire and 
a Bloody Mary, and I’m good. 


Words of wisdom to share: 
First, be a decent human being. Then, do what 
you want to do. 


MAY 3RD-31ST 


BUY ONE BOTTLE OF ROSE WINE AND RECEIVE: 
19% OFF 4-8 BOTTLES OF NON-SALE WINE* 
2976 OFF 8+ BOTTLES OF NON-SALE WINE* 


Н APPY *NOT VALID ON GREEN TAG/SALE PRICED ITEMS, COUPON ITEMS, AND/OR \ 
WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. NO RAIN/SNOW CHECKS. \ 


HOURS 


7 DAYS A WEEK, 
TWICE A DAY! 

~ 
WWW.BURGERMOES.COM 


CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER & THE ORDWAY 
242 WEST 7TH STREET | SAINT PAUL, MN 55102 | 651.222.3100 


CORONA & CORONA LIGHT 
12 pk bottles and cans 


BUTTER CHARDONNAY / 
& JAM CABERNET 750mi 


WE'VE GOT YOUR TABLE. 


" ~ | 


ТІ 


YOU DECIDE HOW. HENDRICK'S GIN 750m! 


LONG TO STAY; 


WE DELIVER! 
CALL 612-871-2500 FOR DETAILS 


LUNCH EVERYDAY 
11AM - BPM 


201 Washington Ave М. Mpls ° 612.767.8855 * RedRabbitMN.com 
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OUR SCENE 


TRAVEL | BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


Winnipeg skyline. Photo by Dan Harper 


O Winnipeg 


"How was dinner last night? Did you enjoy the theater?" This is not your 
BFF asking, it's the hotel staff, following up with *Another coffee to go?" 

You know all about Minnesota Nice. This is Winnipeg Nicer, 700 
miles north, but with almost tropical warmth in its welcome. Why visit? 
Three answers: for the arts. For the eats. And to wander the unique 
neighborhoods. Plus, the intriguing history, far older than our own. 

Let's get started at The Forks, where Winnipeg itself got started, first 
as the site of an Aboriginal sacred place (“our own Stonehenge"), then a fur 
trading post where two rivers met, and today a 50-асге festival destination to 
shop, soak up history, hike/skate/boat the waterways, catch performances, 
and especially eat. A vast indoor market boasts stalls for all things Canadian, 
from bison burgers to local beers to legendary cinnamon buns. Among the 
food stands, my fave is Baba's Tall Grass Pantry, showcasing the pierogies, 
cabbage rolls, and borscht of the city's many Ukrainian kitchens. 

Cross the iconic bridge leading to St. Boniface, where the French 
first settled (still French-speaking today), anchored by its venerable ca- 
thedral, which burnt down in 1972, except for its classic stone facade. 
Today it encircles a modern church bearing amazing stained-glass win- 
dows honoring the Native culture, a brown-skinned Virgin Mary wear- 
ing moccasins, for instance. 

Its cemetery hosts the much-visited tombstone of Louis Riel, a Metis 
(half French, half Native) priest-turned-lawyer who led the Red River Re- 
bellion for Metis' rights, later hanged for his part in the ruckus. 

Osborne Village, separated by another bridge, hosts a galaxy of hip 
and happening boutiques and eateries. It's hot. But the hottest "hood in 
the city is also its oldest: downtown's Exchange District, anchored by 
Market Square since 1875, when Winnipeg gained its rep as "the Chi- 


cago of the North" and railroads made it “the Gateway to the West." To- 
day its red-brick warehouses and stately former banks from its heyday 
of 1880 to 1920 are home to over 50 unique restaurants, 60 unique shops, 
and the highest concentration of artists and galleries in the city, plus 
Innovation Alley, Winnipeg's own Silicon Valley. Choose a walking tour 
(www.exchangedistrict.org) to suit your fancy: history, architecture, cu- 
linary, photography. It's also host to Canada's largest Fringe Festival. 
Downtown's Legislative Building (similar to our State Capitol), built 
during the 1910s and topped by Golden Boy (aka the Roman god Mercu- 
ry), was designed by a closet Freemason, a fact undiscovered until 2005 
by a modern-day Dan Brown. Take a Hermetic Code tour to sleuth the 
use of significant numbers (five, 13) in counts of everything from steps 
to pillars, plus a couple of larger-than-life sphinxes hiding in plain sight. 
Up the block stands the Winnipeg Art Gallery, a treasury of Old Masters 
to contemporary Canadians, but best-loved for its collection of contempo- 
rary Inuit sculptures and prints, the largest cache in the land. The museum 
has just broken ground on a vast new addition to house the Inuit collection. 
In the meantime, ogle the exhibit of Picassos lent by Canadian collectors. 
Тһе Manitoba Museum conveys the province's history, from pre- 
Confederation days in the 1700s (when locals urged, “If the English 
don't further the development here, the Yankees will," and proceeded to 
strip natives of their land and rights: familiar story). Once again we meet 
Louis Riel, who tried to legislate a Metis Provincial government, and the 
account of the Famine of 1870, when they were left to starve. 
Go back earlier to skeletons of dinosaurs and prehistoric fossils em- 
bedded in the local stone. Then visit the Arctic region: displays of polar 
bears, sled dogs, Belugas, igloos; the wheat fields of the plains farmed 
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In by 10, there by noon. 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul 
651-698-0334 fax: 651-699-2303 


,& D. 
ЛП. (04 
) HORNINE | MORNING 


ELIXIR 
nui 


— MISSMARYSMIX.COM 


JUKEBOX ° VIDEO GAMES ° 756 POOL TABLES ° PINBALL 
DARTS ° PULL TABS ° ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM ° SAT-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR SMOKING PATIO 


Singles Pool 
TOURNAMENT 


Sunday, May 21 • 4 PM _ 


facebook.com/LavenderMagazine 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE Л) — 


PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1952 
19 W. 15TH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS ° (612) 871-5553 • FACEBOOI.COM/THET9BAR 
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(From left) Assiniboine Zoo "Journey to Churchill" exhibit. Photo by CTC/William Au; Canadian Museum for Human Rights. Photo by Aaron Cohen; Exchange District. Photo by Aj Batac 


by immigrating Ukrainians to feed the nation; and the Streets of Win- 
nipeg, recreating the early days. The show-stopper is a life-sized replica 
of the sailing ship Nonesuch of 1668 (climb aboard to explore), which 
put the Hudson Bay Company on the map. 

Canada’s path to tolerance is traced in the Canadian Museum of Human 
Rights of 2014, housed in an iconic structure representing mountains built 
of local limestone reaching glass “clouds,” signifying a tower of hope. “The 
idea of the exhibits” that follow a spiral climb inside, explains media rela- 
tions manager Maureen Fitzhenry, “is to get people thinking and talking, to 
spark conversation, not to preach nor commemorate. The angles of multiple 
perspectives should change your point of view.” For instance, such perspec- 
tives are those toward the hardship of refugees (from Sudan to American 
draft dodgers) and the Red Dress Project, representing murdered Native 
women: “multiple stories, but also hopeful outcomes.” To commemorate 
Canada’s 150th Anniversary, a special exhibit includes accounts from the 
LGBTQ community, including struggles of same-sex couples and “what a 
kid can do” — such as make a high school prom inclusive. 

The amazing Assiniboine Park Zoo, centering a 11,000-acre park, 
places visitors up-close to the province’s northern animals, from rare 
white bison to cougars; from Buddha-like snowy owls to stately elk and 
wily mountain goats. Nearby, a pair of Arctic tigers daintily broke ice to 
wade in a chilly pond. The climax is the Journey to Churchill exhibit, cel- 
ebrating the polar bears of Manitoba’s northernmost outpost. Outdoors, 
three cubs and their elders range. Then watch the bears’ swimming an- 
tics from a glass tunnel as they plunge, twirl and tumble within inches of 
viewers, like kids at the beach. It’s almost ballet. 

For the real deal, stop in at the Winnipeg Royal Ballet to view a class 
of these elite young dancers, then a rehearsal (Swan Lake on my visit). 
Folks can peek into the costume, mask, and shoe workshops too. 

To watch the ballet in the kitchen, grab a counter seat at Bouchée 
Boucher, sporting the hottest new locavore menu in town. Photo-ready 
courses include a salad of wild purslane topped with quail eggs, gravlax, 
fresh figs and black truffle oil. Three stars right there. Continue with 
a crostini as big as your shoe piled with white beans, mushrooms and 
shaved cheese, or a composition of asparagus, artichoke hearts, cherry 
tomatoes, and feta spangling greens. Or stinging nettle and ricotta gnudi 
in Parmesan broth, along with fava beans and spring onions. Or sweet- 


breads with bacon, capers, and parsnip puree. What’s not to love about a 
place where the staff wears T-shirts claiming “You Look Lovely”? 

Chef Tristan Foucault of Peasant Cookery led the local cured-meat re- 
surgence as well as the pickling parade; both star on his charcuterie plate, 
hailing Berkshire pork sausages and a dense, marbled paté garnished with 
pickled wax beans and cukes. His beet salad, not the same-old same-old, 
salutes sesame and sunflower seeds, crunchy puffed wild rice, and creamy 
goat cheese in a caramelized honey vinaigrette. (See what I mean?) He’s 
the only chef in town to showcase tourtiere, a meat pie of pork and veggies 
in a páté brisée crust, straight from a Canadian grandma's kitchen. 

Scot McTaggert pioneered the locavore movement when he opened 
Fusion Grill in 1996; the chic bistro is still going strong, driven by dishes 
such as white truffle pierogies with duck sausage and walnut cream 
sauce, and panko-crusted pickerel cheeks aside beet slaw, and Northern 
pike caviar, among the starters. I followed those with Arctic char (“It 
was still swimming at 5:00 this morning,” swears Scot) garnished with 
parsnip ravioli, spinach, bacon, lentils, leeks, and hollandaise. Or choose 
local bison, pike, or paella with house-made sausage and Northern pike 
among the usual suspects. Dessert? Mascarpone cheesecake topped 
with candied beets. Fusion boasts an all-Canadian wine list, too. 

Era Bistro in the CNHR Museum also heralds regional Canadian 
cuisine. Start with the carrot fries (you'd be nuts not to): crispy spears 
veiled in a filmy beer batter. Proceed to a creamy chowder of potato, 
leek, and goldeye (that’s a local fish, folks), or the pickerel po’ boy, or the 
new-era poutine in a creamy corn and dill gravy. Yes! 

Clementine is the hot new bistro in the Exchange District. Prepare to 
stand in line (it’s worth it) for your chance at smoked Arctic char with all 
the trimmings; a braised bacon Benedict; or coconut curry mushroom 
toast. Manitoba goldeye shines again in gnocchi floating in crab and 
mussel broth and dotted with whitefish caviar at nearby deer + almond. 

Head to Osborne Village’s casual Nuburger for health-forward pat- 
ties like the Stamos: roasted pepper and basil aioli, feta, tomato, sprouts, 
and more. (Tip: Upgrade to bison.) Capital Grill, near the zoo, snagged 
a former Four Seasons Hotel chef to head the kitchen, starring a salmon 
and avocado Benedict or short rib migos at brunch, while dinner cele- 
brates short-rib poutine, sweet potato and apple soup, and a bison ribeye. 

To plan your visit, see www.tourismwinnipeg.com. Ш 


ENDNOTE: PROUD OF PRIDE 


This year marks the 30th anniversary of Winnipeg's Pride Festival, May 26-June 4. The theme for 2017 is Resurgence. "We'll observe it in four 
areas," says Jonathan Niemczak, Pride's president: diversity (not only white males); inclusion (reaching out to underserved black and Native com- 
munities); safe spaces, through security training; and accessibility, for those with impairments. A cultural shift, Niemczak declares. The parade will 
recreate the original 2.5 km route of 30 years ago, but pumped up to over 100 entries (www.pridewinnipeg.com). 

Even bigger news: mark your calendars for the triple treat in July 2020, when Winnipeg will host the North American Out Games, Canada Pride, 
and the annual local festivities, to be held simultaneously at The Forks. Expect the city's two gay clubs to be SRO: venerable Club 200, a downtown 
bar, and nearby Fame, attracting a younger crowd at weekend dance parties. Reel Pride, the annual film festival, occurs in October. 
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OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS 


DINING OUT 
FOR LIFE 


APRIL 27 


ІССЕМО ОСЕ 


MPLS. MINN 


2528 NICOLLET AVE SOUTH • 612.276.6523 
LUNCH, BRUNCH, DINNER AND LATE NIGHT + MUSIC 7 DAYS/WEEK 


HAPPY HOUR 


SPECIALS 


FOOD: 2:30-5pm Everyday, 10-12pm Mon-Sat, 
9:00-Midnight Sun. 
DRINK: Monday-Friday 2:30pm-6pm and 


Sunday 9pm-1am. $2 OFF all Tap Beers, 
Rail Drinks, and House Wines. 
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MADELINE ISLAND FER) 
BAYFIELD, N, 
Nim Gum 


GWANEHARNING- minis 


MADELINE ISLAND 


— — —» UME WEL: 


MADFERRY.COM MADELINEISLAND.COM 
HIHE-BIHE*SWIM-HAYAH-RELAX-CANOE 
20 MINUTES BETWEEN BAYFIELD AND MADELINE ISLAND 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS | PHOTOS BY STEVE LENIUS 


Left column, from top: New titleholders Mikayla, 

Dylan, and Pugsley; Rilee performing his fantasy; left, 
Dickie during contestant introduction; right, Mikayla 
answering a pop question. Middle column, from top: 
Left, Pugsley, and right, Edie, during the speech portion 
of the contest; Dylan, at the moment of his sashing. 


Three new leather titleholders were sashed 
on Saturday evening, April 1, at the Minnesota 
Leather Pride Weekend 2017 contest held at 
Тһе Saloon. Other weekend events, including а 
meet and greet, a cigar social, and several Kink 
U sessions, were held at The Saloon, eagleBolt 
Bar, and LUSH. Contest emcees were Karri 
Plowman, of Twin Cities Leather & Latte, and 
Nocturna Lee Mission. 

Aside from being a great show, this year's 
contest made a political statement by promot- 
ing radical gender equality. How? By prohibit- 
ing all contestants and anyone else appearing 
onstage, of any gender, from displaying bare 
nipples. Pasties, or at least X's made of duct 
tape, were the order of the evening. 

Competing for Minnesota Leather Sir 2017 
were contestants Dickie and Dylan; for Minne- 
sota Leatherboy 2017, Pugsley and Rilee; and 
for Ms Minnesota Leather Pride 2017, Edie and 
Mikayla. At the climax of the evening, the new 
titleholders were announced: Mikayla (Ms), 
Dylan (Sir), and Pugsley (boy). 


N Leather Pride Weekend 


GOOD LUCK TO MINNESOTA'S IML 
COMPETITORS 


Minnesota’s leather community will be 
represented at this year’s International Mr. 
Leather (IML) contest weekend by Ryan 
Coit, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2017, and Eric 
“Pup Omega” Stafford, Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 
2017. IML 2017 takes place Memorial Day 
weekend (Thursday, May 25 to Monday, May 
29) in Chicago. 


Leatherpedia 


LEATHERPEDIA.ORG LAUNCHES 
Leatherpedia.org is a new online wiki-based 
encyclopedia for the leather community. The 
site is collaborative, which means anyone — 
that includes you, dear reader — can create or 
edit encyclopedia entries, just like Wikipedia. 
Leatherpedia.org has been created by Pat- 
rick Smith, International Mr. Leather 2015. 
Says Smith, “This is a resource I would have 
killed for when I first started out in the commu- 
nity. І remember all too well trying to research 
various clubs and events, find out who’s con- 
nected to whom, and having to go all over the 
internet for it. Now, the goal is for it to be all 
in one place.” Smith envisions Leatherpedia. 
org as “an online collaboration of community 
members worldwide working to create a living, 
breathing history of the leather community.” 
At this writing there are 82 entries and 
counting. Go to Leatherpedia.org and check 
them out. Then contribute your own entry. B 
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THE ULTIMATE BIG TEAGUE 
EXPERIENCE IS BACK! 


SATURDAY, JULY 8 e 1:10PM 
TARGET FIELD e MINNEAPOLIS 
MINNESOTA TWINS vs. BALTIMORE DRIDLES 
FROM THE BUDWEISER ROOF DECK 


EXCLUSIVE TO LAVENDER'S OUT IN THE STANDS, 
the Budweiser Roof Deck is the ultimate 
Minnesota Twins outdoor experience! It 

accommodates up to 300 people, and offers 

cash bar, concessions and a large fire pit. 


TICKETS: $49 per person 


(includes game ticket and postgame party) 


Ticket sales benefit Perfect Storm Softball 
Team, Minneapolis Movie Bears, 
Stonewall Kickball & TC Saints 


PURCHASE TICKETS AT 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/ 
OUTINTHESTANDS 


7 Ñ We offer complete healthcare in 
/ 5 Traditional Chinese Medicine 
(Ф E 
^ 


CHINA INSTITUTE 


OF TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE As well as cupping therapy, 
EST. 1995 moxibustion, 
dietary recommendations 
and more. 
1033 Grand Ave | St. Paul, MN 55105 


& 651 222 1200 www.chinainstitute.com 


FESTIVAL of ARTS 
& GALLERY TOUR 
July 15 & 16, 2017 


In addition to a unique selection of fine art 
& craft on display in Memorial Park, a dozen 
local galleries & studios open their doors for the 


weekend, offering tours, demos & workshops. 


New! In celebration of LAKE SUPERIOR DAY, 
artists who use materials sourced from the Big Lake 


will be highlighted in the festival directory. 


Visit BAYFIELD.ORG/FOA 


for more information 


BAY/IELD 
= S M E 


Order your FREE Visitor Guide at BAY FTELD. ORG. Or call 715.779.3335 
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BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Karin Tidbeck 
Vintage Books Original 
$15.95 


Swedish author Tidbeck has created a not-too-unbeliev- 
1 A able, yet fantastic, dystopian novel, beginning simply be- 

A M унц fore spiraling down into darkness. Vanja, an "information 

1 M A Т R 1 assistant" from Essere, is sent to Amatka, a cold, Spartan 

colony to report on “hygiene products." Odd. Even 

A | A odder when Vanja begins talking to objects; “Suitcase,” 

| she addresses her valise. “Suitcase, suitcase.” There is a 

À IT A disturbing underlying mycological theme to life. Inhabit- 

= ants work in the mushroom farms, while at the same 
time, objects that are not repeatedly named lose their 
"selfnesss" and degenerate into puddles of goo. Language 

» keeps the world intact, but just what is this world? It 
once was otherwise, as Vanja learns, but that knowledge 
holds danger. Love, hope, betrayal, and lies are themes 
converging within this unsettling tale. 


George Saunders 
Random House 


$28 


In Tibetan Buddhism, the bardo is a liminal region where 
one remains suspended between lives. Here, Abraham 
Lincoln is himself suspended in grief over the death of 
his beloved son, Willie, during the dark Civil War days 
of 1862. Events take place in great part in the cemetery 
where Willy is interred, narrated by two inmates and a 
ии. sort of Greek chorus of the variously dead who now and 
(E RCE then disappear with pyrotechnics, going on to the bardo. 
NU gh Others linger. Willy waits, hoping his father will revisit. 
S AU N D L RS Lincoln does, and with assistance of the shades, he man- 
28 ages (unknowingly) to merge with the boy. Ironically, it is 
шан, = atthis moment that Lincoln decides, "The swiftest halt [to 
the war] might be the bloodiest." A superb tour-de-force. 


Pool and Spa 


THOUSANDS IN 


uw" SAVINGS 


763-270-1180 он DISPLAY HOT TUBS! 


James Eli Shiffer 
University of Minnesota Press 


$22.95 


Of all the eccentric characters that inhabited the skid row 
labyrinth of old Minneapolis's Gateway District, few sur- 
passed Johnny Rex (aka John Bacich) the self-styled King 
of Skid Row. Bacich catered to and covered his deeply 
цангааг x THE TWILIGHT troubled flock of hard-drinking lumberjacks, gandy danc- 
uinea ers, and plain down-and-outers with his trifecta of bar, 
liquor store, and cage hotel. As it happened, Johnny Rex 
took snapshots of hundreds of these subjects and pinned 
them to his walls, until those walls were torn down in the 
J sweeping urban renewal projects of the early 1960s. But | 
JAMES ELI Sh] FER his wife saved those photos, and Jonny lived long enough 
= to afford the author hours of interviews. These, together 
with Shiffer's other meticulous research, gave birth to 
this unique view into a lost Minneapolis milieu. 


Pankaj Mishra 
Farrer Straus and Giroux 


$27 


Something terrible is going to happen, author Mishra 
warns in his disturbing analysis of the probable origins 


Т 1 ñ E ñ F and outcomes of our current pandemic of rage. He uses 
À viv the pivotal word ressentiment, a pretty much untranslat- 
% 3j в» able French term that goes beyond our “resentment,” 

р NG F R 4 but is like that, magnified, amplified, and seeded around 
ds a the globe. He expands on and compares the 18th century 
A HISTORY OF philosophers Voltaire (Francois-Marie Arouet) and Jean- 

THE PRESENT Jacques Rousseau, the former he feels embodies elite 
bU po" snobbism, the latter, more lowbrow, acutely sensitive 

ы KAJ MISHRA , to the unfairness of his contemporary world. Mishra 
сайы A» "| p writes also of the Germans and Russians of the time, and 


analyzes contemporary ISIS and Indian Hinduism, to pro- 
duce a complex, disturbing treatise that offers little hope 
for a way out should we pursue our current path. 
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THE HEART 
WANIS WHAT THE 
HEART WANTS 


Install new Cambria? natural stone countertops 
in your kitchen or bath and start a love affair 
for life. Discover more than 140 beautiful 
designs, including Ellesmere" from the 


Coastal Collection;' at Select Surfaces. 


SELECT/Avr foco: 


651-483-1576 
SelectSurfaces.com 
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BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Тһе pool is an odd concept. A giant hole in the ground filled with water used for recreational 
swimming? Sounds pretty weird to me. The first pool "Great Bath," built in modern-day Pakistan, 
is believed to have been used for religious purposes. Similar pools were built throughout Rome 
for public bathing and cultural traditions. However, it wasn't until the 19th century that pools 
became unprecedentedly popular. Pools gained popularity as they were built to show social status 
and for public use and parties. Today, swimming pools are no foreign concept. From indoor pools 
to in-ground pools to full-blown water parks, pools are a big part of American culture. So why 
not bring the joy and sociability of a pool to your home? 


Тһе people at Performance Pool & Spa understand the at-home pool 
craze that has taken over the desires of homeowners nationwide, which 
is why they are willing to help with every step ofthe process of designing 
and installing your dream pool. Almost all properties can accommodate 
a swimming pool in their backyards, and with the help of Performance 
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Pool & Spa's engineering department, the size and type of of pool can be 
determined on-site. “One of our pool professionals can easily determine 
whether or not they can get a swimming pool in your backyard. A few 
simple questions and some quick research often verifies the possibility," 
says Performance Pool & Spa's lead sales consultant Nik Hawley. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 нэ» 
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Ti WELCOME TO THE BLOOM SHOW. 
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4 4 : BloomsStruck' is the one-of-a-kind reblooming garden hydrangea 
9», >, 

FA, p ` that never ceases to impress. From spring to fall get gorgeous 


colorful blooms with minimal maintenance. 


x 


experience life in full bloom" 
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Photos by CC Photo Arts 


When considering installing a pool, research is the best way to be- 
gin the process. You should consider the overall goal you have for your 
space, and then a free on-site consultation with one of Performance Pool 
& Spa's professionals can begin the designing process. An aspect of pool 
installation to consider is cost, but thanks to the increasing efficiency 
of pool pumps, heaters, and covering systems, owning a pool has never 
been easier. The cost of operation is significantly lower than it has been 
in past years, and the on-going maintenance is close to none with the 
help of automatic cleaners. 

When choosing the type of pool that you'd like to install, the possibili- 
ties truly are endless. "The sky is the limit. From rectangle to kidney 
to completely custom free-form pools, we offer it all. Depending on the 
features that are important to the customer, we typically have a great 
recommendation for what will work best with their goals," says Hawley. 

Currently, rectangular pools are a popular choice for customers of 
Performance Pool & Spa, which is likely due to the fact that rectangu- 


"When choosing the type of pool 
that youd like to install, the 
possibilities truly are endless. "The 
sky 18 the limit. From rectangle to 
kidney to completely custom 
free-form pools, we offer it all.” 


pds а т?» 
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lar pools use under-track automatic safety covers. This 
helps with heat retention, water chemistry, debris, and 
general pool safety. Also, wireless controls from a wa- 
terproof remote or iPhone app are popular features of 
the majority of pools installed. 

Additionally, Hawley says that some concrete is al- 
ways necessary to install surrounding a pool, regard- 
less of size, shape, or location. Some projects lead to 
simple yard restoration while others expand into elabo- 
rate pool-scapes that incorporate retaining walls, plant- 
ing beds, water features, and more. This can typically 
be decided throughout the process of installing a pool, 
but it can also be incorporated at the start of the pro- 
cess while designing a custom pool. “It all starts with 
a phone call or email inquiry. Whether it's simply look- 
ing for a budget or getting ready to enter drafting de- 
sign, we are happy to help everyone out," Hawley says. 

Тһе professionals of Performance Pool & Spa сап 
be reached at 763-270-1180 or www.performancepools. 
com. Locations throughout Minnesota can be found on 
this website as well, or you can always schedule an on- 
site meeting for a professional to come to you. 

Regardless of what a pool means to you (religion, social status, enter- 
tainment, or simply fun), the staff of Performance Pool & Spa are able 
to help you find the perfect pool to fit your landscape and your lifestyle. 
From traditional rectangles to custom-designed free-form pools, the op- 
tions at Performance Pool & Spa are endless. So go ahead. Dig a large 
hole in the ground, fill it with water, and invite the neighbors over to en- 
joy the odd, yet incredibly appealing concept that is the swimming pool. 
Once you install your own pool, you'll never want to dry off. B 


NEED DIRT? CALL 
DALE GREEN COMPANY 


* Pulverized & Screened Soils * Residential & Commercial 
* Black Dirt & Peat * Over 70 years In The Business 
* Custom Mixtures * Delivery or Pick-up In Our Pit 
www.dalegreencompany.com 
*Quality Soils Since The 1930's 


ROELOFS 


REMODELING & RENOVATION 


Senihg une Entire Maire 


Conveniently Located 
Off Hwy 35W 
1308 W. Hwy. 13 
Burnsville, MN 55337 


License No, 1095 


Building Beautiful Homes for 40 Years 
One Room at a Time! 


Visionary remodels turn lifestyles into home style... 
Three generations of Roelofs bringing dreams to life.... 


For remodeling and renovation around Minnetonka, 


South Minneapolis, Lake Minnetonka, Lake Harriet 
and Lake Calhoun, call (952) 512-0110. 


WWW.ROELOFSREMODELING.COM 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #BC378021 
@lavmag www.houseliftinc.com 
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OUTDOOR = 
LIVING 


BY BONNIE HANCOCK 


Look no further than your backyard for the perfect getaway. Thoughtful, creative designs for 
outdoor living can transport you to a relaxed state right after rush hour every day. In addition to 
the beautiful, functional materials widely available for outdoor living, the elements of fire and 
water are more prevalent than ever in design. New products and technologies make it possible to 
both feel the heat and experience tranquility by incorporating fire, warmth, and water through- 
out your outdoor living spaces. To guide you, we've pulled together some of the latest innovative 
products that showcase this lifestyle and open up the possibilities for embracing the outdoors 
— even beyond our Minnesota seasonal norm. 


OFYR Grill 
www.ofyrusa.com 

This hot new grill from Holland will help you bring beauty, warmth, 
food, and friendship to your outdoor space. The OFYR Grill is as much a 
barbecue grill as it is an art piece for your garden. 

It will expand your definition of outdoor living. This wood-fueled grill 
features a wide, flat rim that doubles as a hot plate. The flat rim provides a 
smooth temperature gradient, which allows for a wider temperature range 
for precise cooking. Fry eggs, steam vegetables, or sear a tender steak. 

The OFYR outdoor cooking system includes a butcher block, solid- 
wood cutting board for food preparation, a sturdy steel grate for cooking 
directly over the wood fire, and cedar planks to add a touch of smoke to 
the flavor of your food. Simply soak the cedar planks in water for an hour 
before use and enjoy the complex smoky flavor this technique adds to 
your fish, seafood, or meat. Salmon is particularly good on a cedar plank! 
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The OFYR system also includes a Corten wood storage bench for 
stylish seating and doubles as storage for your wood supply. This modu- 
lar system may also include a steel storage unit to transform a stack of 
wood into an attractive wall. Now that’s functional art! 


American Fyre Firetable 
www.americanfyredesigns.com 

As if the conversation wasn’t heated enough, place a firetable in your 
outdoor living space and that’s all your guests will be talking about. 
We like the American Fyre firetables with natural gas or self-contained 
propane tank fuel options that are handcrafted from glass fiber rein- 
forced concrete (GFRC). It’s also a bonus that they’re modularly con- 
structed as easy-to-assemble components that fit easily into most back- 
yards, making installation fast and simple. 

These tables, complete with glass wind guards, come with so many 
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Photo courtesy of OFYR Grill 
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2 Showroom Opening in Uptown 
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RSVP @ puustelliusa.com/showroomopening 


5 years 0 


A Finnish tra dition for over 
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attractive media/accessory options to frame up 
the picture-perfect fire, we find it hard to choose! 
Select from glass in 16 different colors, designer 
pine cones, RiverRock or Creekstone, obelisk geo 
shapes, or lava coals. Swap them out as you like. 

American Fyre offers either a chat height or 
dining firetable to bring fire to your fingertips. 
Either way, you're no longer far from warmth be- 
cause the firetable provides the heat with an in- 
stant ambiance right in front of you. And if you're 
looking to squeak in a few more weeks of outdoor 
dining on either end of the season, this product 
can dramatically improve warmth over the eve- 
ning chill. Here's to chilling out longer. 


Tempest Torch 
www.tempesttorch.com 

Тһе element of fire in designs by Tempest 
Torch is all about welcoming and wayfinding. 

Much like tiki torches firmly planted in the 
sand might beckon you to an island oasis, this 
product's spiral-like presentation of fire gives off 
that same vibe. The torches are made of tempered 
glass and designed to direct the oxygen needed 
for combustion in a pattern that increases the 
flame velocity and lends a dramatic effect. 

Frequently we see these placed right next to 
the home and carried through outdoor spaces to 
provide continuity. Options include short- or tall- 
post versions, wall-mounted, or a base-free for 
those wanting to construct something unique or 
utilize an existing feature. We also feel good about 
safety in design as the 1&inch tall open-air tem- 
pered glass works to prevent the flame from go- 
ing out during high winds or rainfall and includes 
an automatic gas safety shutoff valve. Note that 
the torches can run off attached gas lines or a five- 
gallon propane tank. The variable flame reaches a 
height of 17 inches, kicks out up to 20,000 BTUs, 
and can be manually ignited with the built-in piezo 
igniter. Practical and versatile, this type of invit- 
ing feature lights the way for an alluring evening 
outdoor experience. 


HPC Fire and Water 
www.hpcfire.com 

If you want to go beyond simply flowing water, 
illuminate it with HPC’s Evolution 360 Fire and Wa- 
ter feature! Perfect for any residential or commer- 
cial setting, these innovative fire and water effects 
add the sound of soothing water and brilliant blue 
LED lights to the warmth and romance of fire. 


(From Top) American Fyre Firetable. Photo 


Hearth Product, brings a focal point to outdoor 
experiences. Find your ideal hue of blue as you 
enjoy an experience that parallels the area’s fin- 
est outdoor patios. 


Fire Magic Grill 
www.firemagicgrills.com 

And then, you created fire. It can feel magical 
indeed. Especially when it’s the source of food 
for your friends and family. We’ve worked with 
enough clients who use their outdoor grills when- 
ever they cook during Minnesota’s outdoor season 
to know that they’re looking for the highest quality 
and performance possible. One of our favorites is 
FireMagic. Not only does it deliver on grill options, 
it allows you to easily add on premium accessories 
from refrigerators to side burners. 

For today’s discerning outdoor cook, they 
like the grill’s ample cooking area complete with 
an advanced heat distribution system featuring 
proprietary stainless steel Flavor Grids that mini- 
mize flare-ups. They also love that they can grill, 
sear, smoke, rotisserie cook, and even use it as 
a charcoal grill! The control is in their hands as 
they go from 200 to 1,000 to bake a cake or sear 
a steak and serve up an entire meal all at once. 

Enjoying the outdoors and extending the 
season through the warmth of fire and move- 
ment of water has never been easier. You can 
start small and choose your priorities based on 
the core of the outdoor experience you wish to 
create. Working with a professional to envision 
a holistic plan is always a good idea. They can 
help you create a vision and consider a phased 
approach and budget. 

If you’re savvy, available and skilled to do 
some of the work yourself, there are many op- 
tions to DIY components of your outdoor space. 
You could run with a landscaping plan and do 
your own plantings, or build out the stone that 
supports your outdoor kitchen area like home- 
owner Eric Peterson did (featured here). 

If you need help understanding how all of the 
products above would work in your specific space, 
work with an install professional. They can walk 
you through product selection and advise you, 
especially when you're dealing with gas products 
including firetables and firepits that should be 
installed by a qualified gas technician. If you're 
unsure of going the gas route, note that most com- 
munities are limiting wood fires so a gas appliance 
will be more usable and neighbor-friendly. 


If you're wondering about where you'd find courtesy of American Fyre Firetable; Tempest Here's to extending the summer season in 
3 Torch. Photo courtesy of Tempest Torch; НРС А . 
your water source, they've got you covered. You Fire and Water. Photo courtsey of HPC Fire Minnesota and accessing all of the elements, 
don't need a pond or pool to use the Evolution . Fire Magic Grill. Photos by John right in your backyard! ш 


360 as they arrive fully assembled with a self-con- 
tained filtrated water system. 

Controlling the three elements — fire, water, 
and lights — is done via wall switch. For easy install just level the basin 
and connect the water, electric and optional gas. Then cover the struc- 
ture with stone, veneer or stucco to suit your patio décor. This multi- 
purpose product, an industry winner of a Vesta Award for Best Outdoor 
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Bonnie Hancock, co-owner of All Season's Fireplace, 

is a design and installation consultant. In their new 

showroom at 6801 Wayzata Boulevard in St. Louis 
Park, ASF is committed to offering the highest quality brands of fireplaces, 
fireplace accessories, grills, and outdoor products offered by an array of 
esteemed manufacturers. Find All Season's Fireplace at www.allseasonsfire. 
com, (@AllSeasonsFire [Twitter], (Gallseasonsfireplace (Facebook, Houzz] and 
(dAllSeasonsMN [Pinterest]. 
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DECORATE YOUR ROOST AT 7 A 


COCKADOODLEDOO 2 | 
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BY ANDY LIEN 


A store like Mary Poppins’ carpetbag. Or Hermione Granger's purse in the final Harry Potter 
installment. Or what you'd find when you go through the looking glass or down a rabbit hole. 
Where it seems like the inventory would end, theres something more to encounter. Something 

even more delightful or whimsical to behold. Something more to put on my wish list. Something 
to crow about. Perhaps like Peter Pan. 


Gerry Seiler has a store in the Bryn Mawr neighborhood of Minne- 
apolis that reminds me of all sorts of literary wonderlands and magical 
accessories. But would the actual moniker of Peter Pan apply to him as 
the owner and proprietor of Cockadoodledoo? Is he the boy who never 
grew up? Hardly. He's the man who grew up, followed a career path 
to one of our Fortune 100 companies in Minnesota, and then symboli- 
cally chose to go to the second star to the right and then straight on till 
morning. No, it didn't lead to Neverland, but where he first opened his 
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shop on Main Street in Stillwater. 

Years later and having relocated to Bryn Mawr, he presents his 
neighborhood and customers with a curated inventory of goods that 
span from vintage furniture and collectors items to brand new gifts 
and decor pieces. A broad array of tastes for any of us who grew up, 
but still enjoy plenty of the playfulness that humor, irony, and history 
can give us. There is a menagerie of animal heads to hang on the wall, 
including stone pig heads and a mosaic cow head. Coasters shaped 
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Perhaps this is also a good first-date destination; head to Cuppa Java 
for some coffee then stroll over to Cockadoodledoo...if your date doesn't 
laugh, then skip the second one. 


like toast. Makeup bags with curse words. T-shirts advertising Twin 
Cities throwbacks like Dayton's, Moby Dick's, and Porky's. Signs and 
lawn chairs for the backyard or lake, a congratulatory dishtowel for the 
brides (or one for the grooms), or even a dishtowel that says “You can't 
say ‘happiness’ without “penis.” Mugs, candles, lotions, jewelry, art, 
lawn ornaments, and enough irreverence to make some folks blush. 
Perhaps this is also a good first-date destination; head to Cuppa Java for 
some coffee then stroll over to Cockadoodledoo...if your date doesn't 
laugh, then skip the second one. 

People come through the door, greet Gerry (who seems to know all 
of them), and ask or look around for what's new. I imagine that's one 
of the signs of a well-executed curiosity shop. The goods stay fresh to 
keep people coming back. With vintage items, particularly, there's a 
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good chance to see something from your childhood that will strike with 
exactly the same pang of nostalgia as hits when referring to Cocka- 
doodledoo with so many storybook references from my own childhood 
(and before). 

With a hug when I met him and a kiss on the cheek from him as I left, 
it's a place ГЇЇ want to return to so I can see what else he's managed to fit 
into his shop. I'm certain I will be as entertained as I will be compelled to 
buy things for both myself as well as pretty much each and every person 
I know. m 


COCKADOODLEDOO 
403 Cedar Lake Rd. S, Minneapolis 
www.facebook.com/cockadoodledoogifts 
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BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


Abiitan Mill City Turns Aging into Freeflowing Luxury 
As the current millennium dawned, Minneapoliss Mill District underwent a radical renais- 
sance. For decades it had lain more or less dormant after decades as the world's largest flour 
producer. T'hat renaissance delivered new life to those pre-existing buildings, turning disused 
warehouses into loft homes and office spaces, restaurants and condos. And a similar renaissance 
is energizing some of the Mill Districts newest residents, those who hang their hats within a 
senior living community that takes its name from the Ojibwe word “о occupy" — Abiitan. 


“Abiitan’s parent company is Ecumen, a nonprofit organization com- 
mitted to improving lives of senior adults," Tommaso Cammarano, life 
enrichment manager of Abiitan Mill City, reports. "The organization's 
vision is to defeat ageism." In fact, the Shoreview-based company is one 
of the nation's largest nonprofit providers of senior housing and aging 
services. Ecumen's vision of defeating ageism might seem lofty in theo- 
ry, but its newest outpost supplies plenty of practice to back it up. "The 
whole idea behind Abiitan is to strengthen and support communities that 
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engage all ages, so our residents are involved in giving back to the Mill 
City area," Cammarano continues. 

This sort of life enrichment comes with specific criteria. “Сепег- 
ally, senior living is about seniors living where and how they want to 
live," explains Erwan Moison, Abiitan Mill City's executive director. 
"Technically speaking, 'senior living' is a term that means housing, and 
sometimes services, that cater specifically to people over age 55." And 
sometimes senior living is really living. As Moison notes, “Аршап Mill 
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Aging isn't easy. Caregiving doesn't need to be hard. 
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love most by writing ^ that will help you plan ahead and record your 
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draft estate plans and adopt their children 


E WILLS & TRUSTS 
Assisting you to protect your family's future financial needs 
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1 MEDICAL DIRECTIVES 


Be sure your loved one can make your medical decisions. 


I PROBATE 


Providing guidance after the death of a loved one. 
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Marriage may not be enough. Make sure you protect your 
relationship with your children. 
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City is aluxury downtown rental community designed for people 55 or 
over which offers an amenity-rich urban experience and provides care 
options as needed." 

What's needed by residents is sometimes overshadowed with what's 
wanted by residents. "What they seem most impressed with is the com- 
bination of Abiitan's luxury hotel hospitality with top-flight healthcare 
services, from overall fitness to assisted living and memory care as need- 
ed," says Moison. "They expect a nice building and the location but love 
our customer service and follow-through. They comment that our staff 
is what makes Abiitan a great place to live. Abiitan's employees always 
want to go a step further to delight our residents. They want to be inde- 
pendent as long as possible." 

So independence is the name of the game at Abiitan Mill City, and 
the tools available are myriad. “For independent living, we offer a range 
of 24/7 à la carte services, from simple help with grooming all the way 
to nursing services," Moison outlines. “Іп The Terraces at Abiitan, our 
memory care neighborhood, the care is included. Our philosophy and 
approach is based on Ecumen's award-winning Awakenings program, 
which significantly reduces the use of psychotropic drugs and replaces 
them with alternative approaches such as aromatherapy and music ther- 
apy. This resident-centered approach provides better quality of life, while 
honoring each person's individuality." 

But that's only part of the story. "Our residents want the modern, 
urban experience," Moison observes. "They love the convenience and 
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community of city living, especially being steps from the Guthrie, the 
Mill City Farmer's Market, and the Stone Arch Bridge. Plus, they love 
having Smith & Porter, a great restaurant and bar, onsite." 

2017's hottest months will bring sanctioned activities to a fever pitch. 
"This summer we look forward to supporting and nurturing the woon- 
erf (the open space next to our building) as a neighborhood gathering 
space, instead of another parking lot," Cammarano says. 

Some activities will prove to be just as political as they are practical. 
"Abiitan Mill City will be a proud participant in Pride, and we are look- 
ing forward to other events like a block party," Cammarano elaborates. 
^We've enjoyed participating in the Mill City Farmer's Market last year." 

Тһе residents often find themselves as repurposed as the sturdy 
structures that surround Abiitan Mill City. Of the residents he serves, 
Cammaro concludes, "They already have vital lives and friends, but mov- 
ing here has opened up their world even more because they are so close 
to everything. They can participate in so many activities without needing 
transportation. And they are doing so many things they didn't expect to 
do, like take tap dancing lessons, learning about Matisse, and discussing 
Gus Van Sant! We want to share our gifts and experiences, so we invite 
the downtown area to get to know us!" 

Or as Moison succinctly puts it: “We're open! Visit us, dine with us, 
and move in!" 


For more information, go to www.abiitan.org. 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2017 Volvo V60 
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xy 


What do we actually prefer for our year-round carry-all-mobile: an 
SUV or a wagon? 

"Today's marketplace still favors the SUV. They offer more room, have 
enough ground clearance for year-round adventures, and can seat four 
adults comfortably. The reality is the latest new vehicle sales split in Min- 
nesota alone favor SUVs, along with pickup trucks and vans, all totaling 
70 percent of all new vehicle registrations in the past year. 
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However, there seems to be a small groundswell of a backlash 
against the mighty SUV. There is a group of us that would rather have 
a wagon than an SUV. They may have been considered endangered 
species, but our GLBT community can tell you otherwise. For example, 
we are truly split between taking delivery on the Outback wagon and 
the Forester SUV. Volkswagen has seen a rise in Golf sales driven by 
the new-for-2017 Alltrack. 
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RIDE REVIEW 


These lifted, go-anywhere, rugged-ized station wagons have been 
around for quite some time. Subaru has offered their Outback for as 
long as we have been loving them — 1994, to be exact. A few years later, 
a European automaker jumped into this all-new segment with their own 
take on the all-wheel drive wagon designed for adventure. 

In 1997, Volvo brought out the original V70 XC, the Cross Country 
wagon. For those who could afford one, they bought them and loved them 
equally to the Subaru. Twenty years later, Volvo still feeds the active life- 
styles set with the latest version of their Cross Country wagon, the V60. 

We were lucky to get a 2017 V60 Cross Country wagon in, as winter 
seems to not know what it wanted to do for its remaining days as a sea- 
son. Not only will we look at whether Volvo has the right formula for the 
lifted, rugged-ized wagon, but we will look at what it can do for GLBT 
customers who might have a few extra thousand dollars to spend on a 
V60 Cross Country. 

Тһе V60 is based on what Volvo now calls the “60 Series." This is a 
“compact” platform that underpins a sedan (560), a wagon (V60), and an 
SUV (XC60). The V60 is one of the few wagons on sale in this country 
that matches up with other wagon variants of other premium compact 
sports sedans, such as the BMW 3-Series. In fact, one can get a V60 as 
a Polestar model, offering a 362-horsepower turbocharged and super- 
charged engine and a lot of nice high performance goodies. 

Тһе V60 Cross Country is the personality-opposite of the Polestar. 
Instead of racing shoes and a matching jacket, the Cross Country is a 
down "sweater" jacket and hiking boots. We actually admit that the Cross 
Country is the better looking of the V60 lineup; maybe it's because of our 
love for the Outback and Alltrack. 

Тһе big difference in the V60 Cross Country is the 7.9 inches of 
ground clearance. Both the front and rear ends have also enough clear- 
ance for approach and departure angles. The honeycomb grille adds that 
extra Cross Country touch to the V60, along with the cladding around 
the wheel openings and lower body areas. The V60 is actually a hand- 
some sporty wagon, with its sloping roofline at the rear. 

Тһе V60 shares the same wheelbase as the S60 sedan, the short 
wheelbase version. While it is accommodating up front, rear seat room 
is actually saved by the longer roofline. Rear leg room is about the same 
as the short wheelbase sedan, which is still fine for average-sized adults. 
Front seats are upholstered in very strong leather covering a heavily 
bolstered design made for safety, support, and comfort. You can also 
pack up to 43.8 cubic feet of weekend warrior goodies in the rear of the 
V60 Cross Country as well. 

As with our previous experience in the Volvo S60, the instrument pan- 
el is actually quite familiar. You can choose a theme for the instrument 
binnacle, which offers plenty of information using TFT technology. The 
speedometer and tachometer are in real time and quick to change, as are 
the other gauges. The fuel gauge remains as an eight-light display off to 


the left of the main instrumentation. Controls are a mix of push buttons 
on the center stack, along with multifunction knobs. 

Тһе Sensus infotainment system is controlled by multifunction knobs 
and buttons below a static screen on top of the center stack. Navigation 
graphics are top-notch, while every other screen was sufficient. Sound 
from the 12 Harman/Kardon speakers was good. 

There is only one driveline available on the V60 Cross Country. The 
Т5 engine is a 240-horsepower 2.0-liter four-cylinder Drive-E workhorse 
that loves to gobble up the miles and enjoy the drive. An eight-speed 
transmission, along with Volvo's current all-wheel drive system round 
out a solid driveline designed to manage traction when necessary. That 
would also mean going off the highway for some adventuring. While 
it delivers solid performance, it also delivers good fuel economy. We 
averaged 27.7 MPG in our care, which is higher than the advertised 
fuel consumption figure. 

Тһе ride quality is quite good on smooth surfaces; however, you do 
feel bumpy roads when they become present. The suspension does a 
great job absorbing the ride, but you do feel it from the tires. Though 
it rides higher than a normal V60 wagon (or S60 sedan), it handles and 
corners quite decently. 

Steering is also quite precise and provided a tight turning radius. The 
thick-rimmed steering wheel is perfectly grippy to control and handle 
the lifted wagon. Brakes are superb, with solid stopping power and dis- 
tance in normal and panic situations. 

As for safety, the V60 Cross Country offers all of Volvo's IntelliSafe 
suite of active technologies. These include features such as Blind Spot 
Information, rearview camera with cross-traffic alert, lane departure 
warning, City Safety auto-braking technology, active high beams, front 
collision warning, and adaptive cruise control. 

The base price for the V60 Cross Country is $41,700. Our tester came 
with a sticker price of $50,130. “Normal” V60 wagons start at $36,150 with 
all-wheel drive available. You might not get 7.9 inches of ground clearance 
and the body cladding, but you do get a fun sports wagon to drive. 

That is what the Volvo V60 Cross Country is all about: being fun 
to drive. It can also take on a weekend’s worth of fun to go along 
with the drive. The fact that these lifted wagons are the prime al- 
ternative to the SUV/Crossover makes it a more desirable offering 
to attain. If you are on an SUV backlash, you cannot go wrong with 
what the V60 Cross Country can do for you. Remember, the operat- 
ing word here is “fun.” 

Let’s be honest here. If you wanted a wagon with higher ground 
clearance and a tougher skin, you would rather spend less money on 
the Subaru or the Volkswagen. However, if your budget was higher and 
wanted the same amount of fun and versatility found in those two other 
lifted wagons, the Volvo V60 Cross Country is a superb choice. It still is 
after 20 years of Volvo Cross Country wagons. Ш 
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AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com * 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 
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Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 


St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
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Income Tax Professional 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


1-888-MegaMates 


Minneapolis: 


(612) 294-9479 


www.megamates.com 18+ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a  gay-owned community 
coffee shop. Food & coffee created by 
a staff that cares! Meeting Space with 
a gender neutral restroom. 3800 37th 
Ave S, Minneapolis. (612) 724-9895, 
www.fireroastcafe.com. 


OFFICIANTS 


Tony Del Percio, Officiant/Celebrant. 
Creating personal & meaningful 
weddings, funerals, and other Ше 


celebrations. Spiritual or secular for all 
throughout the Twin Cities. Call Tony: 
612] 385-3173 for more information. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


n therapy we progress by asking for 
help and building trust. Please call 
James Chadwick, MSW, LGSW at (763) 
780-3307 x.108 or email jchadwick(a 
ighthousepsych.org for more 
information on individual sessions and 
psychoeducation lecture opportunities. 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


Lakeside Garden Apartments, Cushing, 
MN - Enjoy nature, peace & quiet. Four 
newly constructed units available soon. 
1 BR, lower units $1,200, Upper units 
$1,700/month. Own Patio. Kitchens: 
Granite, Stainless Steel. Мо smoking. 
bcmanka(dgmail.com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC 
in South Minneapolis (8 (612) 306-6323. 


Is day to day tension & stress making 
you a pain to be around? Let's work 
together to relieve your stress & achieve 
relaxation through massage. Reverent 
Massage by Tony. (612) 326-0518 for rates 
& availability. 


ADVERTISER INDEX 


Squirt.org.... 


Agencies 
Imagehaus. 


23 
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Top 2 Bottom... 
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Twin Cities Leather & Latte... 


Aris & Entertainment 
Hennepin Theatre Trust... 


Automotive 
Borton Volvo . 
Green Garage... 
LoMettry' Collision. 
Rosedale Chevrolet. 
White Bear Mitsubishi.. 


Beauty & Relaxation 
Omni Plastic Surgen 
Waxing the City. 


Beverages 
Lowry Hill Liquors, Lakeside Wine & Spirits .25 
Miss Mary's Mix.... ВЕ 


Event Venues & Services 
Bartending by Drew... 


Events 

Lavender's First Thursdays... 
Lavender's Out in the Stand 
Lovender's Score Thursdays 
Lavender's Summer of Pride. 


Financial 

Angie Sherer, LeaderOne Financial......... 23 
Roya Mollaji, Charterpoint Wealth Strategies? 
Sunrise Banks. П 


Floral & Garden 
Dale Green Co. 


Funeral Services 
Choice Cremation. 


David Lee Funeral Homes & Cremation 
Services....... нәс 
Washburn-McReavy Funeral Chapels & 

Cremation... w 


Gifts 


Outloud Promotions. 


Health & Wellness 
Veil Orthodontics 
Abiitan Mill Ci 
China Insitute of Traditional Chinese Medicine. 
Irene Green, MSEd 
Mill District Dental... 
PrEP/Gilead. 
Right at Home. 
University of Minnesota, Infectious Diseases 59 
Uptown Dermatology & SkinSpa ...... 


Home Furnishings & Accessories 
FrameStyles 
Habitatior 


Home Services 
Performance Pool and Spa... 
Envision Construction, Remodeling & 
Landscaping ШС... 
Garlock-rench Roofing 
Hirshfield’ 
House Lift Remodeler 
Puustelli USA....... 
Roelofs Remodeling 
Select Surface: 
Shelter... 
Soderlin Plumbing, Heating & 
Air Conditioning... 
Standard Heating & Air Conditioning, 
Terroforma Desig 
Twin Cities Closet С‹ 


Insurance 

Baldwin, Davina. 
Bartell, Dawn 
Pam Peterson, American Family Insurance... 


Scheherazade Jewelers 
Wedding Day Diamonds 


Legal 
Cloutier Law Offices... 
Jerry Burg, Attorney at Lo 
Unique Estate Law..... 


Media & Communications 
Radio K 770 


Organizations 
Red Door Clinic... 
Twin Cities Quorum 


Pet Products & Services 
Broadway-Robbinsdale Animal Hospital .....9 
U of M College of Veterinary Medicine.......9 


Real Estate & Rentals 
Brad Bemowski - Coldwell Banker Burnet... 23 
Ruzick, Amy & Johnson, Kay... 


WA. Frost and Company. 
Wilde Cafe & Spirits... 


Sports & Recreation 
Osseo Power Sports. 
Premier Pool & Sp 
Prestige Pools... 


Travel & Accommodations 
AC Hotel... 
Bayfield Wisconsin Chamber Of Comme 
Door County Visitor Bureau 

Visit Denver. 


Wedding Resources 
Burbank Livingston Griggs Mansion 
The Commodore Bar & Restaurant. 
Dellwood Country Club. 


Stout's Island Lodge.. 
The University Club of Saint Paul 
The Woman's Club of Minneapoli 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
rofit organizations. To reserve your 
isting in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION 
MN ADOPT 


Finding families for Minnesota’s Waiting 
Children, providing pre/post adoption 
services to all Minnesota adoptive 
families. 

777 Raymond Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health and 
wellness of LGBTQ communities through 
research, education and advocacy. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS – On-site Meals, Food 
Shelf and Supportive Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 8241ЇЕ (5433) www.aliveness. 
org 


MN AIDS Project - AIDS Line 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including testing, 
care services, education around PrEP. 
2700 Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-AIDS, Statewide: (800) 
248-AIDS 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
http://www.mnaidsproject.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 
Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

651-222-7027 

www.gdi-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & Court 

House 

Step back in time and enjoy a historically 

цагт wedding at the Minneapolis City 
all. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 


www.municipalbuildingcommission.org 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Clinic 555, St. Paul 


Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 

Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
ealth services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people offected by mentol 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. 
Confidential tests and treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave S., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 543-5555 


Reddoorclinic.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. Check out our 
online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located on 
the Green Line. Contemporary and early 
American modernism art. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 

www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the student-run radio station of 
the University of Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children’s Theatre Company 
Children’s Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

612) 874-0400 
http://www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop - University of Minnesota 
An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation in 
the arts, performance, and academics. 
84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and educationa 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
845 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

The Minnesota Opera 


World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 


stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 


620 N. Ist St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Theatre for your heart, mind and soul on 
two stages, next to dining and jazz. 
Historic Hamm Building 

20 W. 7th Pl. / 408 St. Peter St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area 
of public policy, anti-violence, education, 
training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact us 


today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

А radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's Children 
FOR all God's children! 

3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 824-2673 


WWw.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12 St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


First Unitarian Society of 
Minneapolis 

A tradition of forward-thinking humanism at 
home in the here and now. 

900 Mt. Curve 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 377-6608 


www firstunitarian.org 


First Christian Church 

Come explore, be curious, and ask 
questions... a place where ALL are truly 
welcome. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes yov. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Churc 

A thoughtful, gracious faith community 
welcoming all people. Sunday Worship 
10am. Child Care, Sunday School. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 

United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 600 GLBT & GLBT-friendly softball 
players as we celebrate 39 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 


Minnesota State Fair 
The "Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that is 


TRAVEL 

Bayfield and Madeline Island, 
Wisconsin 

Explore Wisconsin's north coast via 
beautiful Bayfield and Madeline Island, 
largest of the Apostle Islands. 

#15) 779-3335, 

715) 747-2801 

www.boyfield.org, 
www.madelineisland.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels an 

B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 


Duluth, MN 
(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


700 

International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features doily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 


1396 Highway 169 
Ely, MN 55731 
2163654695 


www.wolf.org 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Monkey See, 
Monkey бо 


t's late at night and my spouse is on the phone screaming at her 
brother about politics while I’m watching a video of a monkey getting 
a haircut. Because that's what this country has come to, people! Forget 
red states and blue states. This country is now divided among people 
who yell about politics and those who giggle over animal videos. 

In the video I'm watching, a monkey is sitting in a traditional barber 
chair with a smock around his neck, getting a trim. The monkey's ex- 
pression of bored compliance looks completely human. 

On the surface, it may seem like I'm dithering my life away while my 
Spouse engages in meaningful debate on an important topic. However, 
just the opposite is true. 

I think yelling at people about politics is a complete waste of time. 
Has anyone in U.S. history ever changed their political opinion after be- 
ing screamed at for their poor judgment at the ballot box? 

Td much rather talk about monkeys. 

Тһе political hysteria in recent months has completely overshad- 
owed some really important animal news that has serious implications 
on your romantic and political lives. But, this reporter has remained on 
the beat, curating the most essential news about animal wooing habits. 

Here's what you may have missed while you've been wringing your 
hands over the state of the nation: 


Male spiders will try to mate with any female, regardless of species 
or breast size. This lack of discretion can cost them their lives! A study 
found that male spiders are so bent on mating with anything with eight 
legs, they often pick the wrong gal. And instead of making beautiful spi- 
der love with him, she eats him. The male spider behavior has brought 


up many fond memories of my lack of discretion in my 20s and 30s, when 
Inarrowly escaped getting cannibalized on a number of occasions. 


Petra, a black swan, has been reunited with her true love: a swan-shaped 
boat. The swan and the boat first became an item in 2006, when Petra be- 
came so besotted he refused to leave the swan boat's side at a lake in Ger- 
many. Eventually, Petra's eyes wandered (that cad!) and he took up with a 
real white swan. After a brief affair, Petra's new love dumped him and he 
returned to the swan boat. Petra and the pleasure craft were resettled to a 
permanent home in a German zoo, and seem to have worked out all their 
issues. My only editorial note is, why do these situations always seem to 
happen in Germany? 


Why do seals have sex with penguins? When I see a headline like 
this I drop everything (including a baby if I happen to be holding one) to 
investigate the story. Young male seals have been caught attempting to 
coerce penguins of unknown gender into coitus. Cases of seal/penguin 
sexual harassment are on the rise. Researchers think it's learned behav- 
ior, meaning that adolescent seals witnessed an alpha seal getting away 
with this shocking behavior and decided to try it themselves. 


And, finally, let's get back to monkeys. In some populations of Japa- 
nese macaques, lesbianism is the norm. What shocked researchers was 
that female macaques stare into each other's eyes while mating, which 
non-human mammals hardly ever do during sex. When they're not mat- 
ing, the females stay close together to sleep, groom, and defend each 
other from interlopers. B 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


LA PLAYA, 
EL SoL- 
UN REFRESCO-- 


The beach, sunshine, a drink... 
La place, le soleil, un verre, 


This is life! “Happiness, lalalalala"! 
La vraie vie! "Le bonheur, lalalalala!" 


POR RODRO 


He is naked, yuck! 
Il est nu, beurk! 


l am lucky to have a mask. 
Je garde toujours mon masque. 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 57 


OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Losing 


“There is no such thing as a Human Owner’s Manual.” 

I say those words at the start of every talk or training that I give. I 
do so because it’s true: we have no big book filled with answers that we 
might resort to in times of self-doubt or uncertainty or fear. 

Because of this, we're often left to figuring things out through our own 
fragile devices. I call it “reading tea leaves” — if tonight’s moon is full and 
the North Star extra bright, and tomorrow’s temperature won't exceed 43 
degrees at the airport, then for sure I will make that big decision. 

If you’re transgender, not having a Human Owner’s Manual has 
particular significance. After all, most of us have no idea how to handle 
gender dysphoria (the incongruity between brain and body) or how to 
deal with those who refuse to accept us as our “true” (brain-unified-with- 
body) selves. 

It’s the latter quandary that I’ve been thinking about of late, largely 
because of a recent audience member's question, to wit: “What advice do 
you have for a transgender person who’s lost people in their life?” 

We trans humans commonly lose people. I can go to any gathering 
of transgender folks and simply ask, “Who have you lost?” and everyone 
will know that the question isn’t about loved ones or friends who have 
died. Rather, the common understanding would be this: who among the 
trans person’s family members, friends, or work colleagues has chosen 
not to recognize that person for whom they truly are? We're talking about 
people who mistakenly believe that coming out as trans or transitioning 
genders is a choice; often the response is, "You've made a choice about 
being you and I’m going to choose not to accept that.” 

The common modality is that those who refuse to accept us simply 
stop communicating, hence they become “lost.” When this happens, it 
hurts. A lot. 

I've heard about many parents or siblings who've turned their backs. 
Sometimes it's an adult child or a best friend. Always, it's someone close, 
a human who mattered and whose rejection now — at this critical time 
in the trans person's life — is particularly difficult to accept or handle. 

When I transitioned in 2009, I lost many people: my sister, my best 
friend in Cedar Rapids, and an across-the-street neighbor who also hap- 
pened to be a federal magistrate (and as a trial lawyer who regularly 
appeared in federal court, that was particularly problematic). 

Most importantly, as I've written before, I lost the light of my life, my 
oldest daughter (who was then in her late teens). We didn't see each 
other for two-and-a-half years and went months without talking by phone. 
Email and Facebook communications were nonexistent. 
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People 


Losing my daughter broke my heart. I can't even begin to count the 
tears or describe the feeling of desperation. 

And then, with a great deal of work on both our parts, as well as yeo- 
man-degree assistance by several therapists, my daughter came back to 
me. So much so that she's now pronoun proper and perfectly accepting. 
Itis, as І опсе wrote, the greatest gift I could ever ask for. 

So, my advice for trans people who have lost someone? 

As I see it, you have two choices. One choice is to react back just as 
you've been reacted to; because the other person's closed their heart to 
you, you can reciprocate by closing yours to them. I call this tit-for-tat 
hurt; you've hurt me, so ГЇЇ hurt you back. 

While this helps to stem bleeding of the heart (albeit, the wound nev- 
er closes entirely), I don't see this as a good strategy for one important 
reason: people change. Indeed, with more and more humans coming out 
as transgender, society as a whole is quickly becoming more accepting 
of trans folk. This means that people whom we've lost might reconsider 
their decision to shut us out. 

Rather than closing your heart, I recommend keeping it open. For 
sure, that's far more work and hurt since the wound and vulnerability 
remain. Yet, staying open — in effect keeping the door to reconciliation 
unlatched — makes it easier for the other person to come back. This is 
the epitome of compassion for another human; you're recognizing that 
they, too, lack a Human Owner's Manual and are willing to help them 
make their way back to you. 

Ican attest that the open heart strategy works. Apart from my daugh- 
ter, other people I had lost have now come back (including my sister). It 
sure stank while there were gone, but in the end, I have these people in 
my life again, accepting me. 

For that, I am extremely grateful. m 


[Note to readers: in last month's column, "Gavin Grimm," | mistakenly refer- 
enced the Supreme Court sending Gavin's case back to the original trial court. 
Instead, | should have written that the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals will 
re-hear arguments on the case. І apologize for the mistake and appreciate the 
ACLU clarifying this for me.] 


Ellen (Ellie) Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, 
Honesty and Gender Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity and 
inclusion topics; visit www.humaninspirationworks.com where you can also 
sign up for her newsletter. She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(a 
gmail.com. 
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M \ Researchers at the U of M are 
NI focusing on studies to help 
|) discover new ways to eliminate 
‚ШУ from the body. Results from 
" these studies may guide science 
down new paths to hopefully cure 
HIV one day – but the only way to 
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